
3rd April, 2022 

The paper-version Service 
To Begin: Find a Bible and a comfortable 

place. If safe, light a 
candle and read 
prayerfully through the service. If you have access to 
worship music, choose a song and listen to it as you 
begin or read, or even sing, the song from this Sunday’s 
Service set out below.  

 

Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Song: 

I cast my life like ashes on the waves 
And leave behind all of my selfish 
ways 
My past is gone, now all that's left is 
grace 
To live is Christ, to die is gain 
  
 
 
I have been crucified with Christ 
It is no longer I who lives 
But Christ lives in me 
I have a second chance at life 
My future's open wide 
I know Christ lives in me 
He lives in me 
 

My dreams I lay surrendered at the 
cross 
My hands held high, my knees upon 
the dust 
My choice is made, I've counted up 
the cost 
To live is Christ, to die is gain 
 
 
I'm pressing on, pressing on to 
Heaven 
I've seen the power of Your 
resurrection 
The Saviour of my soul, is Jesus Christ 
alone.  
 

Read Philippians 3:4-14 and John 12:1-8  

The sermon given by Rev. Howard Wright: Passion … 



(Note: The John passage is parallel with Mark 14:3-9 and Matt 26:6-13.) 

The triumphal entry, the crucifixion and subsequent resurrection awaits 
Jesus. There is a sense of anticipation for Jesus, and his followers, though 
the followers are not sure what’s coming.  

Jesus has returned to Bethany, the village in which he had raised Lazarus 
from the dead, and a meal is held in Jesus’ honour, with Lazarus among the 
guests.  

Mary’s act of anointing Jesus is shocking in their culture and would be 
bizarre and probably unwelcome in ours.  

Firstly, it is disgracefully wasteful, as with expensive perfumes today, a 
small amount would have sufficed but she breaks the jar!  

Secondly it is an outrageously excessive gift, the perfume was worth a 
whole year’s wages. It may have put the family at financial risk and could 
have used for many other good causes. 

Thirdly, in letting down her hair, and then wiping a man’s feet, Mary 
showed utter disregard for decency. In a culture in which modesty was 
demanded this was truly shameful and would have resulted in the loss of 
any good reputation.  

Unsurprisingly some, including Judas, speak out in judgement against 
Mary. But Jesus praises Mary for sacrifice and kindness and as Jesus 
declares, she is remembered, and we have read her story today! 

Are we like Mary, or like Judas? 

Mary is prepared to risk reputation and financial security in an act of 
loving devotion to Jesus. Judas wants to hang on to both reputation and his 
share of the wealth. 

Mary, though an outsider in her culture and now of no reputation, gains 
Jesus’ love and an eternal reputation and home. Judas, though one of the 
elite twelve closest followers of Jesus, turns out to be no disciple and loses 
everything.  

Read Philippians 3:7-8 and Matthew 16:2-26 

So, are we all in? Are we risking all for Jesus, including our most valuable 
possessions or reputations?  

Mary’s love compelled her to act in worship. Read Romans 12:1-2. 
Mary’s life was laid down to serve Jesus and she conformed to the pattern 



of a different world. One in which Jesus is Lord, King, Saviour. She knew she 
had been saved and forgiven much.  

So how does our ‘worship’ compare?  

Thank God for those among us who live sacrificially and serve God and us 
so generously – this Tuesday (5th) at our APCM we will give thanks to God 
and to individuals, for commitment to prayer, giving of time, skills, and 
money, to enable our church to bless God and minister in our community 
and to each other.  

Might we be able to join in, if not already, and might we be able to give 
more? 

To release the perfume Mary broke the jar. To let out the good God has 
given us to share, might something need to be broken? One writer 
reflecting on Mary’s dramatic gesture gave this list of things we may need 
to ‘break’ at the feet of Jesus: an ambition; our plans; unconfessed sin; 
immorality; a grudge, bitterness; our stubborn will; our love of money; our 
own ease; or love of pleasure. 

C.S. Lewis, in his book the Great Divorce, writes of a man, who has sly 
lizard on his shoulder, ‘visiting’ heaven. The man is challenged by a burning 
angel, he cannot enter heaven with the lizard, and he offers to kill the 
tormenting creature. The man wrestles with the decision. The lizard, in a 
way, represents all possible worldly temptations and these are attractive – 
otherwise they’d not be tempting – and the loss of these seems too much 
for the man and he is frightened being burnt himself in the process. 
Thankfully, the man gives himself to the angel and the lizard is broken – but 
moments later seems to regain life, but this time as a glorious stallion who 
becomes a means of travel for the man into the presence of God.  

There might be things stopping us from entering more fully into the 
presence of God – there were things that held Judas back. But not Mary. 
Mary was willing to break her most valuable possession and throw herself 
upon Jesus.  

And Jesus was willing for his body to be broken that we could enter 
heaven. He held nothing back. As we approach remembering the triumphal 
entry, the crucifixion, and subsequent resurrection, we may need to come 
to the feet of Jesus and give our all. 

 

 



Prayers: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. (Philippians 4:4-6)  

 Pray for this day, and the coming week. 

 Pray for justice, mercy, peace, and hope. 

 Pray for individuals, for neighbours, for family and friends. 

 Pray for the Church. 

Collect: the Fifth Sunday of Lent: Most merciful God, who by the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that 
by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his 
victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, The Good Shepherd, the communities 
around us and our whole nation. ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face 
towards you and give you peace.’ (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV). 

The Notices:  We are now holding services in the building on Sundays at 8am and 
9.30am, and are live streaming the 9.30 service. This Paper Service will continue 
for the moment and is generally available the week after the service.  

 Tea and Chat: 20th April at 2pm, Church Hall. 

 Coffee & Questions: 27th April at 11am, Church Hall. 
 COGS Tots: 2nd Mondays.     COGS Tinytots: Monday mornings.   

 Messy Church: 10th April.  
 Next Tea and Praise: To be advised. 


