
6th March, 2022 

The paper-version Service 
To Begin: Find a Bible and a comfortable 

place. If safe, light a 
candle and read 
prayerfully through the service. If you have access to 
worship music, choose a song and listen to it as you 
begin or read, or even sing, the song from this Sunday’s 
Service set out below.  

 

Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Song: 

God, I look to You, I won't be 
overwhelmed 
Give me vision to see things like You 
do 
God, I look to You, You're where my 
help comes from 
Give me wisdom, You know just what 
to do 
 
And I will love You, Lord my strength 
And I will love You, Lord my shield 
And I will love You, Lord, my rock 
Forever all my days, I will love You, 
God 
 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Oh, Hallelujah our God reigns 
Forever all my days, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
And Hallelujah our God reigns 

Oh, Hallelujah our God reigns 
Forever all my days, Hallelujah 
 
And I will love You, Lord my strength 
And I will love You, Lord my shield 
And I will love You, Lord, my rock 
Forever all my days, I will love You, 
God 
 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Forever all my days, Hallelujah 
 
And I will love You, Lord my strength 
And I will love You, Lord my shield 
And I will love You, Lord, my rock 
Forever all my days, I will love You, 
God. 
 
 



The sermon given by Andrew Walters: Faith Defeats Giants. 

Read 1 Samuel 17: 20-49 and Luke 18: 35-43 

David. This is the David from Bethlehem which is the line of David that Jesus was 
born into. David, at this point in time was a young man, his father’s name was 
Jesse and he had several brothers. David had two jobs in life, firstly a court jester 
and lyre player to King Saul and was often called upon when the king was suffering 
from one of his bad moods. His other job was as a shepherd and he would look 
after his father’s sheep.  

While he was shepherding, he made up songs of praise and sang with his lyre. 
Many of these songs are now our psalms. So in short, he prayed and praised and 
kept his mind, life and living all shared in relationship with God through the Holy 
Spirit. This gives you an idea how holy David was, not because he followed rituals 
but because he shared his life with God. 

On one occasion, he was sent by Jesse to take provisions to his older brothers 
Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah who were fighting for Saul against the Philistines, 
leaving another shepherd in charge of his father’s sheep. When he arrives, he 
takes the food he brought to the storekeeper and goes to find his brothers who 
are taking up their positions on the battlefield.  

Then, Goliath of Gath came out from the Philistine lines and began hurling 
abuse, defiling the armies of the living God and King Saul, causing the men of Israel 
to flee and shake. David was incensed upon hearing that Goliath had been coming 
out for forty days prior doing the same.  

The men in Saul’s army spoke a number of times about a reward, saying that 
the King would grant the man who was able to kill Goliath great wealth, his 
daughter’s hand in marriage and would exempt his father’s family from tax. 
However, I think David wasn’t interested in the reward and was discussing it to get 
an audience with the King. This greatly angered his eldest brother, Eliab, who 
accused David of being reckless with his father’s sheep and supplies. Eliab was 
judging David by his own world view rather than understanding David’s 
perspective and intentions. He did not see the holiness in David’s spirit. David 
picked up five stones, likely because Goliath had brothers, but also because he had 
jealous brothers of his own. 

Goliath was a giant who stood between 7 and 11 feet tall. He was a fierce 
warrior with bronze armour that weighed 120 pounds. However, it might be the 
case that he had double vision. In Samuel 17:43, Goliath says that “Am I a dog that 
you should come to me with sticks?” However, David only had one stick. Also, an 
excess of human growth hormone leads to double vision and I believe this is why 
David ran to Goliath, to make it harder for him to see. I think this was prophetic 
wisdom given to him by God. 



David was different to the Israelites on the battleground as he was assessing 
Goliath through a spiritual lens rather than a worldly lens. David had the spirit of 
God with him and he had a hand in the heavenly realm. He wasn’t looking at a 11 
foot tall warrior with sword and spear, David saw Goliath as outside of God’s 
covenant, uncircumcised. God works through his covenant with his people. The 
covenant that was in Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and so on, as well as the new 
covenant that the Lord Jesus gave to us through his death and resurrection. Saul 
was in the covenant as well, but he was looking through his worldly lens, weighing 
up his assets and liabilities. Although Saul was big, he was smaller with smaller 
armour and a lighter sword. Saul was an answer to prayers from the Israelites. The 
people wanted a king like neighbouring countries. We need to be careful about 
what we pray for. 

Being in the covenant, like Saul or David’s brothers, or under it, like David 
(there is a massive difference), is a bit like having an umbrella, which is sort of like 
our bible with its promises as in Romans 8: “Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the 
law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.” We 
are in the same covenant as David but made new and we believe in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection and are covered by the promise.  

But by the Holy Spirit and in our relationship with Christ we open our umbrella. 
When you open your umbrella you are covered by it and you are putting it to use 
and making a difference in your life. We all have Goliaths, mine can be financial 
anxieties, COVID and getting older. With this umbrella you can conquer your 
Goliaths. David knew that God delivered him from lions and bears and God was 
not going to let him down. It is not until we put our trust in him, pray to him, read 
his word and form a relationship with Jesus that his spirit can help us with our 
Goliaths. I find answered prayer a great way of strengthening my faith. 

I want to give you a small example of how we try to encourage people to 
become a part of the new covenant, to come under the umbrella with us. As a 
Street Pastor, when I am out on the streets of Winchester we give out lollipops. 
Quite often, we are asked about our faith. When the young people answer “I wish I 
had faith like yours” or show an interest, we take a lollipop and hold it up and say, 
“this lolly represents our faith. You have seen it, you have heard about it, you can 
read what's in it, and you can open it and try it. Only then, will you know how good 
it is and understand the power of answered prayer.” How good it is to conquer our 
Goliaths and the joy of recognizing the tools we have. 

I pray that we open our umbrella of faith and be covered by your authority and 
kept in your promise. Help us share in the truth of your presence and help us to 
share your love by getting those around us to taste the difference in life with you.  



Prayers: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. (Philippians 4:4-6)  

 Pray for this day, and the coming week. 

 Pray for justice, mercy, peace, and hope. 

 Pray for individuals, for neighbours, for family and friends. 

 Pray for the Church. 
 

Collect: First Sunday of Lent: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty 
days in the wilderness, and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: give us 
grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you know our 
weakness, so may we know your power to save; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, COGS, the communities around us and 
our whole nation. ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face towards you and 
give you peace.’ (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV). 

 

The Notices:  We are now holding services in the building on Sundays at 8am and 
9.30am, and are live streaming the 9.30 service. This Paper Service will continue 
for the moment and is generally available the week after the service.  

 Coffee & Questions: 23rd March at 11am, Church Hall. 
 Tea and Chat: 16th March at 2pm, Church Hall. 
 COGS Tots: 2nd Mondays.     COGS Tinytots: Monday mornings.   

 Messy Church: 13th March. 


